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NOBEL LAUREATE GEORGE WALD 
LAUNCHES UM LECTURE SERIES
MISSOULA—
Nobel laureate George Wald, professor emeritus of biology at Harvard, will 
give a free lecture at the University of Montana Tuesday, Oct. 23, at 8 p.m. in 
the University Theatre. His topic is "Survival in a Lethal Society."
Dr. Wald's lecture will be the first in the UM Distinguished Speaker Series 
launched by a $1,500 allocation from the Associated Students' Store Special 
Reserve Trust Fund. The trust fund's board, made up of two students and three 
faculty members, selected Wald to initiate the series. He was nominated by the 
UM botany department.
Wald, a native of New York City, received a B.S. degree in zoology from 
Washington Square College of New York University in 1927. He did graduate work 
in zoology at Columbia University, where he was a student and research assistant 
of Prof. Selig Hecht.
Upon receiving the Ph.D. from Columbia, Wald was awarded a two-year National 
Research Council Fellowship in Biology. He began the fellowship in the laboratory 
of Otto Warburg in Berlin, where he first identified vitamin A in the retina.
Vitamin A had just been isolated in the laboratory of Paul Karrer in Zurich, where 
Wald completed the identification.
Wald next worked in the laboratory of Otto Meyerhof at the Kaiser Wilhelm 
Institute in Heidelberg. He spent the second year of the fellowship at the 
Department of Physiology at the University of Chicago.
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As a result of his work in the biochemistry of vision, Wald received the 
Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine jointly with Drs. Ragnar Granit of Sweden 
and another American, Halden Hartline. The award recognized their research on 
the primary chemical and physiological processes in the eye.
Wald has been on the Harvard faculty since 1934, starting as a tutor in 
biochemical sciences. He received the Higgins Chair in Biology in 1968. He was 
visiting professor of biochemistry at the University of California for the 1956 
summer term.
In the same month he won the Nobel Prize, Wald received the T. Duckett Jones 
Memorial Award of the Whitney Foundation and, in 1968, the Bradford Washburn 
Medal of the Boston Museum of Science.
Wald's other honors include the Eli Lilly Award for "Fundamental Research 
in Biochemistry: from the American Chemical Society in 1939, the Lasker Award 
of the American Public Health Association "in recognition of his outstanding 
discoveries in biochemistry with special reference to the changes associated 
with vision and the function of vitamin A" in 1953, the Proctor Medal of the 
Association for Research in Ophthalmology in 1955, and the Rumford Medal of the 
American Academcy of Arts and Sciences in 1959.
In 1966, Wald received the Ives Medal of the Optical Society of America, 
and in 1967, jointly with his wife, Ruth Hubbard, the Paul Karrer Medal from 
the University of Zurich, Switzerland. He was given the Max Berg Award in 1969 
and the Joseph Priestley Award from Dickinson College, Pennsylvania, in 1970.
Wald was elected to the National Academy of Science in 1950 and to the 
American Philosophical Society in 1958. He is a Fellow of the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences in Boston and the Optical Society of America.
(more)
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In 1963-64, Wald was a Guggenheim Fellow, spending the year at Cambridge 
University, England, where he was elected an Overseas Fellow of Churchill College.
He is an honorary member of the Cambridge Philosophical Society.
Wald received the honorary degree of M.D. from the University of Berne, 
Switzerland, in 1957. The honorary D. Sci. has been conferred upon him by Yale, 
Wesleyan, New York University, McGill University, Clark University, Amherst College, 
the University of Rennes' in France, the University of Utah, and Gustavus Adolphus 
Col 1ege.
Wald is a member of the American Society of Biological Chemists, the Optical 
Society of America, the Association for Research in Ophthalmology, Sigma Xi, 
and the American Chemical Society.
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